Following arterial injury the peripheral blood-flow is maintained by the damaged artery and by the collateral circulation. The bloodflow through the main vessel is interrupted in complete transection of the artery, in severe arterial spasm and in thrombosis following arterial contusion. Blood-flow through the affected artery continues m mild arterial spasm, minor contusions without thrombosis, arterial haematoma and in aneurysmal varix. The continuing blood-flow is less than normal but is often sufficient to maintain the Nutrition of the part. Primary ligation in such cases will place the limb at the mercy of a precarious collateral circulation which has bad no time to develop. 
